Dayton CYO Guest Player Policy
Adopted: 2013
Updated: 24 October 2023
These rules have been established to allow a team to account for injury, illness, or a lack of sufficient numbers on a team and to prohibit players of higher age or grade from playing “down.” These rules will benefit all schools by allowing players to help fill in gaps where needed. Limiting the amount of time, a player is allowed to guest will also prevent a coach from “stacking a particular game.”


1. Coaches should seek advice and permission from their Athletic Director before seeking a guest player for any contest. The Athletic Director will then include the Sports Commissioner for data log. The players’ names, jersey number, and game to be played must be identified.
2. A player can only guest play for a team in the same age group that competes in the same or higher division as the division of the team for which the player is rostered or on a team in an older age group. Simply put, the guest player can play up a grade level or division, but you cannot play down a grade level or division.
3. The coach who is using the guest player must notify the Referee and the opposing coach they are using a guest player(s). A player may not guest play without notification before the game starts.
4. A guest player must be included on the official score sheet and noted they guest played for that game. Example “#23 Michael Jordan (GP)” or “# 23 Michael Jordan (Guest)”
5. The maximum number of guest players for any regular season contest in the following sports Basketball and Volleyball is limited to TWO (2) guest players. For Soccer it is limited to THREE (3) guest players.
6. The number of players on each team and bench when guest players are included must NOT exceed a fully fielded team with 2 bench players in Basketball and Volleyball, or a fully fielded team with 3 bench players in Soccer.
7. The guest player(s) must be rostered to a CYO team for the season and sport they are guest playing.
8. A guest player can only guest play for their school/parish.
9. The guest player’s regular coach can grant permission for his/her player to be a guest player. Permission will be considered granted when the player arrives at the game.
10. A guest player cannot play more than two games a day for basketball and soccer. Volleyball is two sets (sets are three games).
11. A guest player must honor the commitment to the team to which he/she is rostered and is not permitted to miss any part of the game of their rostered team to guest play.
12. A team cannot ask or encourage a rostered player to miss a game to use or make room for a guest player.
13. The uniform of the guest player must be a school/parish-issued uniform.
14. A guest player ejected from a game that they are guesting will serve the suspension in the next regularly scheduled game and cannot play for another team during the suspension period.
15. An individual player may only serve as CYO League Guest Player two (2) times per season.
16. Guest players are NOT permitted during tournaments.
